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STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR JAN BREWER

Arizona Legislature Fails to Provide Timely, Responsible Budget

PHOENIX — “l am deeply disappointed to report to the people of Arizona that the Legislature has been
unable to send me a responsible budget plan. While Senate President Bob Burns and House Speaker Kirk
Adams have worked with tremendous effort and diligence to reach a reasonable compromise with my
proposal, regrettably, those efforts have fallen short.

“As a result, | received early this morning a fatally flawed legislative budget. The legislative budget
ignores my consistently expressed goals and instead incorporates devastating cuts to education, public
safety, and our state’s most vital health services for the frail. In particular, this package of bills is
shortsighted in that it sets up an enormous revenue shortfall that will severely harm our State’s future.

“Therefore, | have carefully and selectively chosen to line-item veto portions of the legislation which
allows me to add back funds for vital services and public safety so those critical programs are unaffected.
Additionally, due to my actions today, state government services will continue to function. Improvements
in education funding, however, will require significantly more legislative work.

“As Governor, | intend to see this through until we have achieved together what [ have long advocated
- a prudent budget that neither over-spends nor under-funds. To ensure that happens, | am calling a
Special Session of the Legislature and | ask that legislators re-dedicate themselves in a bi-partisan fashion
to crafting a budget that reflects favorably on the future of Arizona.”
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